
been r«c«t?«4) I will take up with blm
the nature of repairs necessary to
make bis sblp seaworthy. Upon that
will determine how long this govern-
ment will permit the Eltel Prledrlch
to remain In American waters without
Internment.
"I have asked the German commander

for the ship's papers of the Frye. He
thus far has maintained that these
papers must jo to the prise court, but
has agreed to submit to me later today
a copy of the Prey's papers. When the
captain of the Frye asked for his papers.
Commander Thlerlchsen told him, as he
afterward informed me. that he had not
conceded to the American master the
right to these papers and stated his con¬
tention that they should be sent to Ger¬
many. But he cheerfully agreed to have
copies made."
As soon as Commander Thlerlchsen

submits the nature of the repairs neces¬
sary to the Eltel Frledrich the report
win be forwarded to Washington. Upon
this will determine the question of in¬
ternment. What the government will do
relating to the sinking of the American
ship also seriously complicates the sit¬

uation. The ship's papers of all the
Eltel Frledrlch's victims have been like¬
wise confiscated by the German com¬
mander.

Silent as to Pacific.
Officers of the Eltel Frledrich remain

stolidly silent as to operations of the
ship in Pacific waters, except to deny1
that she took part In any naval en¬

gagement. It is reported, however,
that some ship, name unknown, fur¬
nished the Prin* Eltel with 3,000 tons
of coal off Valparaiso some weeks ago.
That at least three British warships

were in pursuit of the Eitel Frledrich
when she reached American waters
early yesterday morning has been es¬
tablished. To the officer of one of the
sunken British ships .the commander
of the German cruiser stated that,
judging from wireless Interchanges of
the British ships, one was within ten
miles, the other thirty or forty and the
third fifty miles of his ship when he
reached the three-mile limit off the
Virginia capes.

BRITISH WARSHIPS REPORTED
ON WATCH FOR PRINZ EITEL

NEWPORT NEWS, Va., March 11 .
At 9 o'clock this morning the Prlnz
Eitel Friedrlch had been In these wa¬

ters for more than thirty-six hours and
no signs of any intention to move were

apparent. Rumors were persistent that
British cruisers were lurking off the
Virginia capes. A boatman who deliv¬
ered papers to officers of the German
cruiser declared that members of the
crew had said that the Eitel Frledrich
actually had been chased Into American
waters by British cruisers.
Survivors of the British. French and

Russian merchantmen and the Ameri¬
can ship, except some of the flrst-class
passengers of the French ship Florlde,
still remain aboard the Eitel Frledrich,
and those on shore are In charge of
mralgratlon officials.

Asked Not to Use Wireless.
Collector Hamilton has requested the

commander of the German vessel not to
use his wireless apparatus while in
port. The collector will permit to be
landed and delivered to the port au¬
thorities to be forwarded to New York
about 150 packs of mail taken from the
steamer Floride. when It was bound
from Havre to South American ports.
Early today the bands of the Prins

Eitel struck up German national airs
In celebration of the birthday of Com¬
mander Thierichsen, captain of the ves¬
sel. Attempts to board the converted
t miser were met with repeated re¬
fusals by the officer of the watch, who
stated that none would be admitted
except officials of the United States
government.
Capt. Kiehne of the William P. Frye,

spent last night aboard the Prinz Eitel.
"1 returned to the Eitel Frledrich

last night," said Capt. Kiehne, "and
was received by the German officers
again. They all seemed assured that
the ship would be interned, but talked
little about the fate of the ship. They
were most concerned last night in cele¬
brating a birthday of one of the offi¬
cers and anticipating the captain's
birthday today."

Value of Sunken Frye.
Capt. Kiehne said his ship was

valued, with its supplies, at about
$260,000, and that the cargo of wheat
was worth $000,000.
In Newport News hotels there awak¬

ened on land this morning the com¬
manders of the other known marine
victims of the Eitel Friedrlch: W. J.
King of the British ship Invercoe; A.
E. Dobbing of the Mary Ada Short,
British; Capt. Monssion of the French
passenger ship Floride; J. Wedprewood,
master of the British ship Wlllerby;
Axmar Erickson of the Isabella Brown,
Russian; V. Le Rdux of the French
ship Jacobsen, and Master Trenchant
of the French sailing ship Pierre Loti.
In addition to these were a group of
first-class passengers of the French
passengership Floride, who were per¬
mitted to remain ashore under guard
of Immigration officials. Among the
passengers was Raoul Massar, r Bel¬
gian citizen, taken from the Floride,
bound for the Argentine Republic.
Massar was glad to be on American

.oil. and last night was planning,
through negotiations with Washington,
to leave for New York, where he might
embark for Paris to rejoin his family.

Tension of the Voyage.
"Oh, the terrible tension of a voy¬

age on a converted cruiser," said M.
Mi.ar, at his hotel. "Unless one has
experienced it he cannot understand,
And the women. How they would have
suffered bad they suspected that at
any moment they might have been
sent to the bottom of the sea by a
torpedo, perhaps even from a ship
which flew the flag they loved."
The sudden arrival of the German

cruiser In Hampton roads and in the
James later at Newport News demor¬
alized shpplng from these ports, but;
two British ships lale in the day, their;
commanders believing that the Eitel
Frledrich would be Interned, ventured
to sea. One was the Anglo-Mexican
for Avonmouth, with horses for Eng¬
land, and the other was the British
steamer Boltom Hail, with wheat for
Italy.
It was stated here early today that

a number of Englishmen held on board
the German warship had refused to |

agree not to bear arms against Ger¬
many and her allies.

List of Sunken Vessels.
The list of vessels sunk by the Prinz

Eltel as given out by Collector of Cus¬
toms Hamilton Is as follows:
British sailing: ship Invercoe. W. J.

King-, master; crew,. 23. Owner, Inver
line of Aberdeen, Scotland; sunk Feb¬
ruary 12.
British steamship Mary Ada Short. A.

K. nobbing, master; crew, 28. Owner,James Westell of Sunderland. England;
sunk February 18.
French steamship Florlde, Monssion,

master; crew. 78; passengers, 86. Own¬
ers. Companie Generale Trans-Atlan-
tique: sunk February 19.
British steamship Willerby, J. Wedge-

wood. master; crew 27. Owners, Rop-
ner & Co. of West Hartlepool; sunk
February 2ft.
Russian sailing ship Isabel Brown,

Axmar Erikson, master; crew, 13.
Owner, Tronberg, Finland; sunk Janu¬
ary 27.
French sailing ship Pierre IvOti,!

Transchant. master: crew, 24. Society
Nouvelle Darmoment of Nantes, France,
owners; sunk January 27.
American sailing ship William P.

Frye, H. H. Kiehne, master; crew,
thirty-one; owner, Arthur Sewall &
Co. of Bath, Me.; sunk January 28;
cargo of wheat from Seattle, Wash., to
Queenstown, England, for orders, de¬
clared to be contraband by German
cruiser.
French sailing ship Jacobsen, V. Le

Roux, master; crew, twenty-three;
owner, Societe les Vollers Punquer-
quois, France; sunk January 28.

Poor Hunting In Pacific.
Asked why the Eltel Frledrlch left

the Pacific, Paymaster L/Ousseau, who
came ashore, representing Commander
Thierlchens, said:
"Because we found little to do. We

were after merchantmen and for days
we cruised about and saw nothing.
When we reached the south Atlantic
we had better luck. We were surprised
not to find British ships In the Atlan¬
tic. It is true we heard British wire¬
less talking, and we were glad of that
because until fourteen days ago we had
no news. Then we got considerable
from British wireless, but the trouble
was it was all from the English side."
The German officer expressed surprise

that any of the Emden's crew had
reached shore and disclaimed all
knowledge of the battles off Chile and
the Falkland Islands.
"We were alone," he said, "and we>

worked for ourselves. We did no fight¬
ing, but we sank every merchantman
we could find.
"Of course, we should have attacked

any other converted vessel of our
class.". he explained, "but we had no
armor plate and so we avoided war¬
ships."
Passengers aboard the Eitel stated

they were given every comfort and
consideration. I

All in the Bay's Work.
The sinking of the Frye was regard¬

ed by an officer as all In a day's
work.
"She took the chance," he said, "she

was carrying contraband to the
enemy."
The captain of the Florlde has tele¬

graphed the Compagnie Generale
Transatlantique for passage to New
York for his passengers. From New
York they expect to be transported
to their respective South American
destinations. Not a single piece of
baggage was lost when the Florlde

sunk.
When the German cruiser entered

this port she might well have been
flying many flags, because she had on

board Germans. Frenchmen, Russians,
Englishmen, Irishmen, North Ameri¬
cans, South Americans, Portuguese,
Chinamen and others, all except the
ship's officers and crew being captives
of vessels which the cruiser had cap¬
tured and sunk in the waters of the
Pacific and the Atlantic. The cap¬
tives had been allowed to bring their
belongings on board.
Capt. Thierichens reported no deaths

had occurred on board since the voy¬
age began. He received Collector
Hamilton and his stafT with cordiality.
When the collector's party arrived the
officers were at luncheon in the saloon
and an orchestra played Germany's na¬
tional airs.

CAPTAIN OF U. S. SHIP TELLS
OF VAIN PROTEST TO GERMANS

VEWPORT NEWS, Va_, March 11..
H. H. Kiehne, master of the American
¦hip William P. Foye, sunk by the
German auxiliary cruiser Prlns Eitel
Friedrich. which pat In here yesterday,
after leaving the Eltel Friedrich with
"Tustoms Collector Hamilton, told a dra¬
matic story of his experience. With
him were his wife and two children.
His vessel was bound from Seattle to

Queenstown with 6,200 tons of wheat.
-Despite my protestations that I wa«(

the American master of an American
ship, the German cruiser Eltel Fried¬
rich sank the William P. Frye the
morning of January 2*. blowing a gap¬
ing hole through her vitals with a

charge of dynamite," said Capt. Kiehne.
"I was almost becalmed when the

German ship appeared about 2 o'clock
In the afternoon of January 27. My
ship was barely moving, and I paid no

Pttention to the first order from the
Dutchman to lay to.

Brought Ship to Standstill.
However, she bore down on me and

1 brought my craft to a standstill.
After learning that I carried a cargo
or wheat, the German captain told me

that It was contraband, and he intend¬
ed to destroy it. I protested, but no at¬
tention ws* paid to my statements.
"A German officer and squad of men

were sent aboard the bark, :.nd 1 and
my crew were set to work throwing
the grain overboard. The German
sighted another vessel, also becalmed,
and mad* for her. He returned about
JO o'clock at night, having sent the
other ship to the bottom, as I after¬
ward ascertained.
"Evidently the grain was not being

thrown overboard fast eriough to suit
the German skipper, for he sent a half
hundred of his men aboard soon after¬
ward, and the work went on for hours
without interruption. However, It w^a
.low at best, and I was informed about
2 o'clock next morning my ship would
be sent to the bottom, which was done
in the manner described above.

Well Treated by Germans.
"It was originally the Intention of

Tha Germs* captain to leave enough
of the eargo la the hold of the ship
for ballast. That part of the grain
was bo be rendered useless by salt
water.
-As Mm as I was tofermed that my

ship was to be sent to the bottom, T,
my wife and two boys and the crew
made for the German cruiser In our
boats. We were taken aboard and
shown every courtesy throughout the
remainder of the voyage.
"For two weeks before making this

port the German ship molested no
ships of any kind, and always avoided
them, not wishing to give the English
cruisers any wind of her intentions.
She proceeded slowly up the coast, all
lights that were not out being care¬
fully shaded.
"I*ast night while nearlng the capes

the wireless apparatus on board the
Eltel informed us that there were
four English warships in our -im¬
mediate vicinity, two of which seemed
very close.
"However, we eluded them and made

this port in safety."
An officer on the German cruiser

stated that a black hulk was seen in
the darkness about the time the wire¬
less gave notice of the proximity of
the English men-of-war. Many were
of the opinion that it was one of the
English ships.

Celebrated Kaiser's Birthday.
Capt. Kiehne, asked about other mat¬

ters, said
"The Eftel Friedrich captured ships

on the kaiser's birthday, the day on

which the American bark was over¬
hauled." He did not remember their
names.

Capt. Kiehne's wife stated she and
the children were frightened when
overtaken by the German cruiser.
However, she said, her fears were al¬
layed when she went aboard the cruis¬
er, the officers and men making every
effort to give them all possible com¬

forts

Potato Tickets for German Town.
RERUN, via Ixmdon. March It..The

suburban town of Wilmersdorf hu
voted to luufl potato tickets, similar
to the bread tickets recently Introduced
in all cities in Germany. Wilmersdorf,
which Is the first town to adopt this
method for conserving the potato sup¬
ply, will allow twenty-two pounds per
capita weekly.

Australian Troops in England.
LX)NDONt March 11..An Australian

contingent arrived in England yester¬
day, according to an announcement
made last night.

GERMAN SEA RAIDER IN UNITED STATES PORT.

THE GERMAN AUXILIARY CRUISER PRIJTZ KITEI, FRIEDRICH, FORMERLY A NORTH GERMAN LLOYD LINER.

WHEAT CARGO OF THE FRYE
NOT CONTRABAND, IS CLAIMED

The cargo of wheat carried by the
American ship William P. Frye. sunk on

the high seas by the German cruiser
Prlnz Eitel Frledrlch. was not contra¬
band, according to statements made to
the Treasury Department by the own¬

er, M. H. Houser of Portland, Ore. The
cargo was shipped at Portland and con¬

signed to the owners at Queenstown, and
therefore not subject to the interpreta¬
tion that it was destined for the use of
belligerents in the field, which would
have constituted It contraband of war.

This statement of the owners was an¬
nounced to the press this morning by As¬
sistant Secretary Andrew J. Peters of the
Treasury Department, in charge of cus¬
toms, who is directing the investigation
undertaken by Collector Hamilton, into
the circumstances of the sinking of the
Frye, and the status of the Prinz Eitel
Friedrich. Collector Hamilton confirms
the statements of the owners regarding
the character of the cargo of the schooner
Frye- and Its destination and as to Its
being consigned to the order of the own¬
ers.

Hamilton to Direct Examination.
Collector Hamilton will be In charge

of the examination. Passengers taken
from boats sunk by the German cruiser
in her sea raids are being landed this
morning. Collector Hamilton reports.
None of the crews taken from the ship
sunk have so far been released.
Should the action of the German

cruiser in sinking the Frye be finally
adjudged a contravention of interna¬
tional law, the laws of the United
States, an act of war or an act of
piracy, it is not to be expected that the
United States will proceed directly
against the German cruiser or her of¬
ficers. The German government. It is
most probable, would be called upon
for an accounting; and the reckoning
be made between governments. It
would not be a proper procedure, it is
said, to seize either the warship or to
hold her officers and crew as offenders
against the laws of the United States.
The circumstances attending the sink¬

ing of the American vessel, and the
status of the German cruiser, with re-

grard to her right to remain in port to
effect repairs, to coal and provision,
sufficiently to take her to the nearest
port of her own country, will be con¬
sidered at the examination to be con¬
ducted by Collector Hamilton. The ex¬
amination. it is expected, will be held
today. The officers and crew of the
American schooner will be asked to
present the facts regarding her seizure
and sinking.
The question of the amount of repairs

needed by the German cruiser to make
her seaworthy w.ll be referred to offi¬
cials of the navy stationed at the Nor¬
folk navy yard. Their opinion will be
submitted to Collector Hamilton, who
will forward all finding of fact to the
Treasury Department. Thence the mat¬
ter will be referred to the State De¬
partment.

Immigration Service Acts.
Several members of the immigration

service have been hurried to Norfolk to
aid In the inspection of the passengers
of the sunken.ships, now being released
from the German cruiser. Many of
them are immigrants, bound for South
American ports. It is presumed that
the consuls of the various nationalsamong the passengers will take charge
of them and arrange for their trans¬
portation to their destinations. The
immigration regulations, it is probable,will be generally waived in the pres¬
ent instance on the bond or representa¬
tion of consuls that those landed will
not become a charge against the United
States or a menace to public health.
The Frye was insured, as to hull, by

tbe war risk bureau of the United
States in the sum of $11,550. What In¬
surance was carried on the cargo is
not known here.
interpreting neutrality law and inter¬

national practice, the German cruiser
would have twenty-four houre from the
time she anchored in which to lift
anchor and leave port. This time, on
application to and survey by United
States authorities, might be reasonably
extended to permit coaling, provision¬
ing and necessary repairs. Such coal¬
ing, provisioning or repairing should
not exceed what should be sufficient
to carry the vessel to a home port.

GERMAN AMBASSADOR CONFERS
WITH PREMIER SALANDRA OF ITALY

ROME, via Paris, March 11..Prince
Von Buelow, the German ambassador,
called at the home office and conferred
for an hour with Premier Salandra. No
announcement was made regarding the
subject discussed, but there Is much
comment in the city regarding the
meeting.
The Giornal Italia, commenting on

the reported agreement between Italy
and Germany under which the former
country would be at liberty to attack
Austria provided she is not granted

THAW FAILS TO GET 1

SANITY EVIDENCE IN
Court Rules Out All Attempt* to

Prove Mental Condition.
State Closet Case.

NEW YORK, March 11..Harry K.
Thaw's attempt to get evidence con¬

cerning his sarilty Into the record of
his trial for conspiracy to escape from
Matteawan failed today.
Justice Page ruled out all testimony

of this character except Just enough
to show that Thaw had the mental
capacity to enter In a conspiracy with
his Ave co-defendants to escape. In his
ruling Justice Page-asserted that the
injection of testimony designed to

prove th3 sanity of Thaw was im¬
proper In this case, which was purely
U try an indictment charging the
existence of an illegal conspiracy to
effect the escape of Thaw.
The state brought its case to a close

this forenoon and the defense immedi¬
ately made motions to dismiss the In¬
dictment on the ground that the state
had failed to prove its contentions. The
motions were all denied.
Later a motion was made by the de¬

fense in behalf of Michael O'Keefe on

the ground that no evidence had been
adduced to connect him with the al¬
leged crime. Justice Page granted the
motion and discharged O'Keefe.

Untrained Landstunn Called.
AMSTERDAM, via London, March 11.

.The Telegraaf learns that the un-

trained landsturm classes of 1869 to
1873 have been called to the colors in
the Rhine provinces.

Persian Evacuation Reported.
BERLIN, March 11..Constantinople

reports that ths Russians have parti;
evacuated Persia. They occupy today
only Kazlvtn, Khorasaan and Mazen-
deran.

Will Be Tried for Treason.
COLOGNE, via London, March 11..

Accord!ng to the Cologne Gazette, the
governor general of Belgium, Gen von

Blsslng, has caused the arrest of Ave
Belgian officials on an allegation that
they induced Belgian customs officers
to go through Holland In order to en¬
ter the Belgian army. The men, ac¬
cording to the newspaper, will be
placed on trial for treason. They in¬
clude Director General Ganxels of the
ministry of finance. Director of Cus¬
toms Nikodeme and Customs Inspector
Prejot of Liege.

Get Nitrogen Products From Air.
BERLIN, March 11..German sclen.

tints have found a process of obtaining
nitrogenous products from the air.
This will make pouible cheaper far.
tilizer than nitrates from Chile.

certain territorial concessions, declares
the mere fact that such an agreement
ultimately would militate against
Austria, which is fighting- closely al¬
lied with Germany, proves the absurd-
ity of such a plan.
The following official statement has

been issued in Paris:
"As the Italian government has re¬

called certain categories of its reserv¬
ists, the French government has given
liberty to the 4th Regiment of the
Foreign Legion, to which the Oarl-
baldians belong."

Bulgaria Fights Disease.
BERLIN, March 11..The Bulgarian

government has prohibited the en-*
trance of Serbian railroad cars into
Bulgaria and Bulgarian cars into Ser¬
bia because of the danger of con-

tagious diseases.

War Officially Reported
FRENCH STATEMENT.

PARIS, March 11, via London:
A British attack yesterday resulted in

the capture of 2,500 meters (nearly
one and one-half miles) of trenches
before Neuve Chapelle (Flanders)
and of the village itself. It pro¬
gressed in the direction of Aubers as
far as Pietre Mill and in a south¬
easterly direction as far as the
northern border of Bois du Dubiez;
that is to say, a distance of about
two kilometers beyond Neuve Cha¬
pelle. The German artillery fired
only a few shots.

As regards the rest of the front, there
is nothing to add to yesterday even¬
ing's communication.

Sayvflle, N. Y.i
An English aviator has thrown bombs
on the town of Menin, in West Flan¬
ders. Only one of his missiles ex¬
ploded, and this killed seven and
wounded ten Belgians.

The British yesterday attacked the
German positions near Neuve Cha¬
pelle. At some points they entered
the village. The fighting here still
continues. The British advance near

Givenchy has been repulsed.
In the Champagne district the French
have delivered two attacks against
the positions in the forest of Souain
which they lost to us the day before
yesterday. Both these attacks were

repulsed, and the losses of the en¬
emy were heavy.

In the Vosges the conflict for the pos¬
session of the Reich Achkenkopf was
resumed yesterday.

To the west of Serje. to the northeast
of Augustowo we took 600 Russian
prisoners and captured three guns
and two machine guns.
A fresh Russian attempt to break
through the German lines to the
south of Augustowo resulted in the
annihilation of the Russian forces
used in this endeavor.

In an engagement to the northwest of
Ostrolenka the Germans were victo¬
rious; six Russian officers and 900
soldiers were taken prisoners, while
eight machine guns were captured.

The German attacks to the north and
to the northwest of Przasnysz have
made further progress.

In the fighting to the northwest of No-
vomiasto 1,660 more Russian prison¬
ers have been made by us.

The following: supplementary state¬
ment has been issued at the war of¬
fice:

With the battle of Wednesday and
those of the last few days the winter
battle in Champagne has come to an
end, and no future events can change
anything in the situation.

The battle began, as reported, the 17th
of February, at the order of the
French general staff to break
through at any cost, so as to
bring relief to the hard-pressed
Russians in the Mazurian lake re¬

gion. This shows that the intention
of the enemy of breaking through
and the order of the general staff
were not able to be carried out, and
they have obtained only the smallest
advances, which are not worthy of
mention.

We have taken more than 2,540 wound¬
ed prisoners, including 35 officers.
Naturally, our losses were heavy,
but such sacrifices were not in vain.
The enemy's losses were at least
three times as heavy as ours, and

ge: IAN STATEMENT.
[arch 11, via wireless toBERLIN,

.re estimated at 45,000 in Cham¬
pagne.

This result was obtained by the heroic
conduct of the German troops and by
the circumspection and tenacity of
their officers. Gen. ton Einem, as
well as Commanding Gens. Riemann
and Fleck, was in the uninterrupted
day and night fights.

The enemy has thrown into the field
since February 10 more than six
complete army corps and stupendous
quantities of heavy artillery ammu¬
nition of their own and American
production. Often more than 100,000
shots have been fired within twenty-
four hours against the German front,
extending over eight kilometers
(about five miles), which is defended
by two weak Rhenish divisions of
Rhinelanders.

RUSSIAN STATEMENT.
PETROORAD, Mare* lit
In the region of Suwalki our offensive

continues with success. Near Seyny
and Krasnopol our cavalry took
about 200 German infantrymen pris¬
oners.

Tuesday and the day before the enemy
fired a large number of twelve-inch
shells at Ossowets.

There was a serious artillery engage¬
ment along the entire front on the
right bank of the Narew river. From
Khorjele toward Prxasnys* and along
the River Orjitz the enemy attacked
with considerable forces, made up of
troops drawn from the region of
Grodno and of men brought from the
region of Germany.

On the left bank of the Vistula, in the
region of the Pilica river, our coun¬
ter attacks were successful, despite
lively resistance. We captured sev¬
eral hundred prisoners and took some
machine guns. We continued to ad¬
vance.

Near I-opuschke we repulsed day and
night attacks which the Germans de¬
livered In close formation.

On the Dunajec there was a heavy
bombardment.

In the Carpathians the Austrians de¬
livered numerous attacks along the
entire front from Gorlice as far as
the ITszok pass, but they all were
beaten back with heavy losses.

There have been no important changes
in eastern Gallcia.

AUSTRIAN STATEMENT.
VIEW IfA, via London, March lis
In Russian Poland vigorous fighting

continues.
In western Gallcia our troops have
captured still more ground south of
Gorlice. In storming one trench more
than 200 prisoners were taken.

Sighting conditions being more favor¬
able yesterday, our artillery had an
evident success in some sections of
the Carpathian front. The line close
to our front, which had been occu¬
pied by the enemy, was evacuated by
him, owing to the flanking fire of
our artillery. The enemy sustained
severe losses. At one position on
this front we captured 300 prisoners
and much war material.

Calm prevails in southeast Galicia.
North of Nadworna an attack by an
inferior Russian force was repulsed;
at other points several advancing
Russian battalions were repulsed,
and in the pursuit 190 men were cap¬
tured.

Nothing has happened in Bukowina re¬
cently. On the northern bank of the
Pruth, near Czernowltz, only skir¬
mishes have occurred.

GERMAN AND TURKISH OFFICERS OF THE TURKISH FLEET.

LEFT TO RIGHT.CAPT. EWER BEY, TURKISH COMMANDER OF THE NAVAL STAFFi FIRST ADMIRAL STAFF
OFFICER, CAPT. BI/S8E (GERMAN)l ADMIRAL SOUCHON, COMMANDER OF THE TURKISH FLEET (GERMAN)|
SECOND ADMIRAL STAFF OFFICER. CAPT. BVECHSEL (GERMAN)! FLAG LIEUTENANT WICHELHAVSEN
<GERMAN). AND TURKISH FLAG LIEUTENANT HAKKI.

ADM1S NO RIGHT
TO SINK NEUTRALS

American Government Has
Been Consistent Oppo¬

nent of Policy.

PROTESTED TO RUSSIA
DURING JAPANESE WAR

Vigorous Diplomatic Action Expect¬
ed to Follow Inquiry Into

Case of the Frye.

The contention of the commander of
the German converted cruiser Prinz
Eitel that the American ship William
P. Frye, which she sank In the south
Atlantic, had contraband of war aboard
and therefore destruction was justified,
has been set up as a plea In other cases,
but never has been recognized by the
United States as the only explanation
for such action on the part of a bel¬
ligerent.
The fact that the Eltel was com¬

manded by a German naval officer under
commission from the German govern¬
ment, and the fact that no lives were
lost when the Frye was sunk, trans¬
ferred the case from the realm of crimi¬
nal proceedings under the federal
statutes under a simple charge of plra« v,
and makes it a subject of diplomatic
negotiations with the object of gaining
reparation for the owners and a dis¬
claimer of unfriendliness.

Expected to Ask Damages.
That the United States would ask for

damages avid an explanation from the
German government was regarded as
certain. Some officials thought the
Berlin government would find Itself
compelled to repudiate the act of the
German captain or abandon the posi¬
tion taken by Germany in recent corre¬
spondence with the United States on

the subject of conditional contraband,
and foodstuffs. Precedents in interna¬
tional law reveal that the circum¬
stances under which neutral govern-,
ments have acquiesced in the destruc-j
tion of their vessels In time of war are

very few.
The general rule that has been ap¬

plied Is that a belligerent warship
must take its prizes Into port unless
there are controlling reasons, such as

unseaworthiness, lack of a prize crew,
danger of recapture ami the presence
on board of a cargo of contraband
which would make certain its con¬
demnation by a prize court. The com¬
mander of the belligerent vessel must
preserve the neutral ship's papers and
bring them to a prize court for the
entering of a decree.

Protested to Russia.
In the Russo-Japanese war the

United States protested to the Russian
government against the sinking of the
Knight Commander, an American ship,
in fair eastern waters. The crew testi¬

fied that the vessel had been sunk for
want of coal to proceed to Vladivostok,
and "the United States considered that
the sinking of the vessel was not jus¬
tified by the bare facts that there was

contraband of war aboard."
The fact that wheat is conditional

contraband, that a ship would be liable
to condemnation only if it were proved
that its cargo was destined to the
belligerent forces of an enemy and that
no opportunity was afforded for the
furnishing of evidence convinces offi¬
cials that the case of the United States
against Germany Is a strong one.
During the Russo-Japanese war

Grfeat Britain maintained a long and
vigorous correspondence with Russia
on the right of a captor of a neutral
ship to sink it if it was difficult or

impossible to carry it Into port. Great
Britain declared that such measures
*'would occasion a complete paralysis
of aJI neutral trade," and characterized
them as "contrary to acknowledged
principles of international law," and
"intolerable to all neutrals."

Moore Discusses Issue.

John Bassett Moore, former counselor
of the State Department, in reviewing
those discussions, said the correspond¬
ence "served to emphasize the poten¬
tially important relation of the ques¬
tion of contraband to the question of
destruction."
"When publicists have spoken of the

presence of contraband." he wrote, "as
justifying or excusing the destruction
of a neutral ship that could not be
brought, in. they have no doubt had in
mind cargoes composed of things spe¬
cially adapted to use in war and con¬

fessedly contraband, such as arms and
ammunition, and cannot be assumed to
have contemplated the subjection of
neutral commerce to general depreda¬
tion under an extension of the cate¬
gories of contraband.''
It was believed this would be the posi¬

tion assumed by the United States in
its correspondence with Germany.

Captain's Change in Plan.

Some Washington officials were in¬

clined to view the action of the com¬

mander of the German commerce de¬

stroyer in having first ordered the

wheat cargo of the Frye thrown over¬

board, and when that work was not

accomplished swiftly enough to suit
him, having ordered the American ship
dynamited and sent to the bottom, as

a virtual admission that the latter act
was contrary to international law.
While there might possibly have been
some shadow of excuse for destruction
of the cargo, it was maintained by
these officials, there was no ground for
the destruction of the ship, and Capt.
Thierichsen evidently took this view
in issuing his first orders.

It was presumed the German com¬

mander was unwilling to stand by with
his ship until the Frye was empty of
cargo, preferring to keep in motion
and sieze every opportunity to e.ude
pursuers. The destruction of the Frye
also operated to mask the cruiser's
movements and identity, since the
floating wreckage would not serve to
indentify the lost ship or the agency
or exact scene of her destruction, it
was pointed out, and further helped
to cloak the movements of the Eitel
Friedrich in mystery.

Navy Department Statement.
The Navy Department last night is¬

sued the following statement, based on

a report to Secretary Daniels by Rear
Admiral Beatty, commandant of the
Norfolk navy yard.
"Prinz Eitel Friedrich. German navy,

transferred from command of gunboat
in China. Officers are regular German
officers. The crew came from the
Kai8erin Lutz. The captain said that
the merchant captain is on board now
On examination made at sea the chief
engineer thinks it will take about two
or three weeks to make repairs. The
captain says he thinks much longer-
time necessary and says ship must be
docked and repairs made to propeller
and rudder and the auxiliary ma¬

chinery. Boilers are in bad condition.
He thinks the ship will have to be re¬

paired. Repairs cannot be made in
time to be allowed to proceed. He es¬

timates 1,500 tons of coal the smallest
amount needed to take him to German
port. Ship is very foul. All auxil¬
iaries running.
"The collector of customs reports

that American ship Frye, from Seattle
with cargo of wheat, was sunk by the
Eitel Friedrich, as the wheat was for
a British port. Captain and crew of
twenty-five are on board the Prinz
Eitel Friedrich. There were no Eng¬
lishmen among her prisoners. Quite a

number of women and children.
"Secretary Daniels, with reference to

inquiries as to the contents of the ship
and the probable action that would be
taken, said these matters were under
,consideration, but, as they involve in¬
ternational questions, the State De¬
partment wouuld pass upon them."

Captured in the Pacific and Then'
Crews Landed on Other

Shores.

NEWPORT NT5WS. Va.. March 11 .
The (Jerman commander seems to f«« 1
he was acting within his rights whe
he Jettisoned the wheat cflrgo of 11> "

Fry© and then sent the big bailor
the bottom. Capt Kiehne of the Fr>«.
however, s&ys that his wheat was ron-
signed to Queenstown. that ho do»
not know to whom it belonged and
that It was not contraband of war.
He could not do otheru-l.se than

submit to the destruction of his ship,
and has no complaint to make of 111
treatment of himself, his family an
crew after he was taken aboard th*
Prlns Eitel.

Other Vessels Slink.
In addition to the list of eight prizes

all sunk in tbe Atlantic by the PrlnaJ
Eitel, which Commander Thlerlchsen
gave last night to Customs Collector
Hamilton, it was said here today that
three more vessels had been sunk in
the Pacific by the German raider or
her voyages, but their crews had been
landed at other ports, and they were
therefore not mentioned In the list
last night.
Heading the list of the other three

is the steamer Charcas. under British
registry, which is said to have been
sunk by the Eitel in the South Pacitie
in December She was owned by the
New York and Pacific Steamship Coin
pany, a Britsh corporation, and at th*»
time of her capture was on her way
from Valparaiso to New York to take
American registry.

Landed on Easter Island.
The British bark Kildaton. from

Liverpool to Callao, Is also said t»
have been sunk and her crew landed o i
Easter Island.
The French bark Jean, with

tons of coal. Is said to have been taken
to Easter Island, and after her can-: »

had been transferred to the Prln
Eitel was sunk by a bomb.

SPEEDY OIL LEASE

[Secretary Lane Is Told Osage
Indians Are Losinn

Heavily.
Quick action was urged upon Se. re-

tary Lane this morning in the settle¬
ment of the question as to whether the

Osage oil lands should be re-leased
to the present holder, or to the num¬
erous smaller companies subleasing
the land. . The statements at this
morning's hearing were mere repetl
tlons of statements made during the
past three days, some favoring the
continuance of the present leasing
method while other oil operators want
ed the lands divided up so as to provide
competition.
Secretary I^ane stated that he rea

ized the necessity of a quick decision.
and declared the matter would be set¬
tled Just as soon as possible
Secretary l^ane pressed the hearlnsr*

to a close.
David J. Kelly of the Manhattan oil

Company, representing the sublessees
now in possession of tracts under th»»
Foster lease, urged that the matter be
settled as soon as posi-ible.

Sees Loss to Indians.
lie declared that by reason of the

difficulties s'urrounding the present de
velopment of the lands the Indian"
were losing heavily.
He said the production of oil ban

dropped from 1,143.000 barrels i*i
March, 1914, to 580,000 barrels in I*e
cember, J914. He advocated re-lea"
ing the tract under the present system
for fifteen years.
William Dial, an Intermarried morr

ber of the Osage tribe, said that be
was prepared to secure flnanci il back
ing for a plan to take over the Fost'-r
lease and operate under it. guaranty¬
ing the Indians one-third of the profi'*
on all oil taken out.

Many Urge Separate Renewals.
Representatives of oil and gas com-

panies Interested in the Osage hi' -1
lease question gave further test in o-

before Secretary Lane yesterday ati-
noon. Most of the operators l..iv<«
agreed that when the so-called l'<> e

lease expire separate renewals sliou!.:
be granted, under new restrict i.» :s, r .

1he Indian Territory Illuminat.rig *»

Company and its present sublessees
J. S. Cullinan of Houston, Tex urg»-

limiting the development «>: t:.» if.
declaring that experts estimated in.*?
at the present rate the supply or |». t o-

leum would be exhausted in from
to eighteen years
Other witnesses included Karl olive-

'of Bartlesville, Okla.. Cuy Marchand.
Alliance, Ohio. I-:. W Marland. P.t:>-
burgh. Pa., and W. S. Fitzpatrick. Inde-
pendence, Kan.

Desclaux Trial Postponed.
PARIS. March 11.- The court-mar¬

tial which was to have met March '

to try Francois Oesclaux, general pa>
master of the army, on a charge of

having stolen military stores, has post
poned Its sitting to March 22. The post
ponement was taken in order to allow
Maitre Demange, who was appoint#'.:
counsel for the defense yesterday to \n
miliarize himself with the details .>:

the <-ase.

$ The Fluff of {
I T̂

"*

Crepe de Chine X
T

'

X Nothing.not the soft silks
J of China. Japan and India; nor -U

X the fine linens of Ireland; nor ;
£ the dainty cottons of England; '£

nor the heavy, lustrous satins «f>
of France: nothing more al- *.*;
luring in the way of silk has 4
ever been manufactured than 'j-
clingy, yielding, sheer and X
lovely crepe de chine.
Crepe de chine is now being v

used almost exclusively for %
T underwear.probably because
X of its durability, for if care is f

taken in the washing its at- X
*SJ traction is as great after it is .?
X laundered as before. T
J* And because of its charm, it .£
X has come to take the place, jr
X with many, of the fine French X
]| lingerie, which was at one time *
1! thought to be superior to any- T
< > thing else of its kind. X
J J In the columns of The Star Y

! are to be found the daily ad- *

. > vertisements of merchants who X
J' carry a complete stock of crepe 'f
<. de chine underclothing in all X

sorts of designs and in all the .

'soft shades of color. Read X
<» these advertisements for infor-
J J mation interesting to every T
< . woman. T


